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Your Excellency, Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Prime-Minister of Turkey,

Your Excellency, Madam Selma Alliye Kavaf, Minister of State Responsible for Family, Women, Children and Disabled;

Dr. Deisi Kusztra, President of the World Family Organization

Excellencies, Ministers, Mayor and Governor of Istanbul, Saida, other distinguished speakers
Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am deeply honoured to address the participants of this important World Family Summit on “Families in Balance.” At the outset, I would like to thank the people and the Government of Turkey, for hosting this Summit and for the generous hospitality extended to all of us.  I would like to especially pay respects to the grand patron of this meeting the distinguished Prime Minister of Turkey, Mr. Erdogan.

Turkey has been among the strongest supporters of the UN on a wide range of issues before the United Nations. In the area of gender equality and women’s empowerment, Turkey has made much progress in ensuring the equality between men and women; supporting women’s entry into the public sphere; restructuring its legal system and transforming social gender stereotypes. It is thus most appropriate that Turkey host this Summit and share its own national experience in progress, through multiple actions, on the advancement of women.  

I would also like to thank the World Family Organization and pay special tribute to Dr. Deisi Kusztra, President of the Organization and her team for, intellectually and organizationally, taking the lead in today’s conference. She has not only been a friend but also a firm supporter of the United Nations Economic and Social Council.  By bringing the energy and the agenda of the work of her organization closer to ECOSOC both have benefited greatly. 

The Summit is taking place at an important juncture on the calendar of activities for the advancement of women. The year 2010 marks the fifteenth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing in 1995. This review will focus on the sharing of experiences and good practices, with a view to overcoming remaining obstacles and new challenges, including those related to the Millennium Development Goals. The high level segment of the 2010 substantive session of ECOSOC will assess gains and challenges in achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment. 
Finally, it is also the year in which a summit will be held in New York in September for a review of progress made by Member States, international organizations and civil society in achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 
At the World Summit Outcome, in September 2005, Heads of State and Government resolved to promote gender equality and the empowerment of women as effective ways to combat poverty, hunger and disease and to stimulate development that is truly sustainable. They reaffirmed that progress for women is progress for all and that the full and effective implementation of the goals and objectives of Beijing as an essential contribution to achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals.  
Since 2005, the MDGs have become an important yardstick for development and that makes it all the more urgent and important that they reflect equal development for all – men and women alike. 
In our effort to reach those objectives, gender equality is not only a goal in its own right; it is critical to our ability to reach all the others.  There is no effective development strategy in which women do not play a central role.  When women are fully involved, the benefits can be seen immediately:  families are healthier and better fed; their income, savings and reinvestment go up.  And what is true of families is also true of communities and, in the long run, of whole countries.

That means that all our work for development must focus on the needs and priorities of women.  It means promoting the education of girls, who form the majority of the children who are not in school. It means bringing literacy to the 700 million adult women who cannot read or write -- and who make up two thirds of the world’s adult illiterates.

There is no time to lose if we are to reach the Millennium Development Goals by the target date of 2015.  Only by investing in the world’s women can we expect to get there.  When women thrive, all families, communities and society are in balance, and succeeding generations are given a better start in life.  

I hope that this Summit will also help to energize the debate on the forthcoming high level plenary review of the MDGs in 2010, which will be critical to assess progress and chart new approaches to achieve these goals. The way in which you have structured this Summit, with a strong focus on success stories is what needs to be done at the UN Summit. Success stories need to be shared. Lessons should be learned. Political attention should be enhanced. Challenges should be addressed. It is only through these actions that the majority of people in our world can look forward to a better tomorrow. 
In the context of challenges that the world faces and which are at the forefront of the UN’s concerns I would like to refer to climate change, the economic and financial crisis and the food crisis. In each one of these the impacts have been spelled out in aggregate terms – through levels of unemployment, through impacts on rates of growths, through the extent of financial stimulus, through the changes in consumer confidence.
However, the real tragedy is at the level of the family and individual. It is the mother who sends her children to bed hungry, it is the farmer who does not get credit to buy seeds during the planting season and it is the women who have to walk further to get fresh drinking water.


The impact of these multiple crisis on the family and women is also at the heart of realizing the MDGs.
Non-governmental organizations are important for the realization of the United Nations Development Agenda. You are at the forefront of service delivery and outreach, and you understand the needs and priorities of the communities you serve. It is important to meet, analyze and understand issues, but equally important to work at the grass roots level to make change happen.
We, at the United Nations, are keenly aware of your role and recognize you as indispensable partners in development. I wish you the best and convey the best wishes of the Secretary-General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon, and the Under-Secretary-General for the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Mr. Sha Zukang.
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