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Your Excellency, Madam Selma Aliye Kavaf, Minister of State Responsible for Family, Women, Children and Disabled. 

Professor Aysen Gurcan,

Ms. Deisi Kuzstra, President of the World Family Organization,
Excellencies; 

Distinguished Participants;
Ladies and gentlemen.
It is my distinct honour and privilege to join you today in opening this World Family Summit “Families in Balance.” I would like to join my voice to other expressions of deep gratitude to our Host Country and His Excellency, Prime Minister of Turkey for the support of this Summit, at the highest level, and extraordinary hospitality extended to all of us. 
I also would like to pay tribute to the outstanding efforts of the World Family Organization and to its dedicated work in organizing this event, under the leadership of its President, Ms. Deisi Kuzstra. Your individual and cooperative work with the United Nations NGO Informal Regional Network to enhance the contribution of NGOs to the UN Economic and Social Council is a source of inspiration and encouragement to all NGOs.  The strategic role of your Organization as a major partner in the promotion of our common development goals has been fully recognized by ECOSOC and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 

 
With so many intergovernmental initiatives to take place in 2010 to review women's contributions to the achievement of the Internationally Agreed Development Goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, as well as the goals set by the Beijing Conference, there has been a growing awareness in the international community of women’s needs and the challenges they face, and also of the tremendous and constructive role they play in today’s families, communities and nations. 

While these events coincide with the increased acknowledgement of women’s fundamental contributions, they result in large part from women’s energetic efforts to organize and articulate their concerns at national and international levels. I salute representatives of NGOs and recognize your critical contribution to the advancement of women. You have been at the forefront of advocacy for the empowerment of women and their enjoyment of human rights. You have stressed the need for incorporating gender perspectives in all policies. You inspire governmental and parliamentary initiatives to achieve gender equality in your countries and worldwide. You hold Governments accountable to women. You broaden the Beijing process and sustain it by informed public interest and action. Without your commitment, enthusiasm and action there would be no Beijing process.  

I am glad that for the forthcoming Beijing+15, the 2010 substantive session of ECOSOC and MDG+10 we are working hand-in-hand with NGOs inviting them to ECOSOC meetings, to the Commission on the Status of Women, expert group  meetings, workshops and conferences, holding joint briefing sessions, working on various joint policies and initiatives.

Yet, we know that recognition of women’s efforts has not been fully translated into improved access to resources, or increased decision-making, whether at local, regional or national levels. Delays in reaching the MDGs, in particular MDGs 3, 4 and 5, coupled with losses of women’s jobs and livelihoods, high food and energy prices, shrinking safety nets and other challenges give reason for concern.  Unless workable solutions to these challenges are found, their pernicious impacts on women will be deep and pervasive.  
We must, therefore, seize the opportunities which this Summit offers and build on the progress made before.

Today, I would like to use this occasion to focus on five of the most pressing challenges to gender equality. 

First, though there have been steady improvements in many of the world’s poorest countries with regard to women’s and girls’ education and health levels, progress is off track on targets for economic empowerment of women.  We must scale up the implementation of MDGs, in particular MDG 3, and fulfill the commitments made.

Second, the financial and economic crisis, increasing global imbalances and shrinking credit markets are not only slowing growth of the global economy and undermining efforts towards the development goals, they are also threatening gains achieved in women’s advancement. Investing in women pays off. It is an effective means to reduce poverty, counter impacts of the crisis, increase economic growth and accelerate the achievement of all the MDGs.  
Third, food prices while in decline lately, are still hitting hard on the livelihoods of poor women and their families. In the long-term perspective, unless factors that led to recent soaring of food prices are addressed, progress to date towards poverty eradication and food security could easily be reversed. 
Fourth, the profound impact of climate change and the deterioration of the environment already bear down on women’s lives in many places. There is more evidence that women living in communities that are highly dependent on local natural resources for their livelihood are disproportionately more vulnerable to and affected by climate change.  
Fifth, violence against women - one of the most extreme manifestations of pervasive violations of women’s human rights – continues unabated and intensified world wide efforts are needed to end it. 
We are facing many challenges. We need swift, bold and uncompromising policies to facilitate additional and more effective ways of implementing the Beijing process while scaling up implementation of the MDGs and fighting multiple crises.  Action-oriented coalitions of Governments, NGOs and the private sector can play a key role in responding to these challenges.
I am convinced that, working together at this Summit, with your valuable inputs and all the rich first-hand experiences from grassroots, we will be able to make further decisive steps toward these goals.  I urge you to be bold and ignite a new political momentum in order to turn the tide of the past decade and reinvigorate the world-wide family and gender equality agenda. 

Thank you.

