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Message of the Executive Board 
16th Constitutional Mandate 2006-2009 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Members, 
 
We, the Members of the Executive Board elected for the 16th Constitutional Mandate 2006-2009, 
are honored to present you our proposal for the Strategic Framework 2010-2013 ɀ Mobilizing for 
Action, as our last task to be accomplished in our mandate. 
 
In time of global financial crisis we found very difficult to be audacious in our proposal, but we 
concluded that we need to propose audaciously to achieve satisfactory results. 
 
It was our unanimous understanding that the series of previous presented and executed Strategic 
Frameworks, gave us very clear signal that we are in the right road and the foundations done in 
1998 proved to be the right ones to turn the World Family Organization more efficient and 
competitive in the international level. 
 
This new Strategic Framework contains not only improvements, but also new actions. But we all 
agreed that there is a strong need to continue some essential actions in order to consolidate the 
gains already achieved: 
  
¶We need to continue our agenda for internal reforms.  
¶We need to continue to focus on the implementation of regular programmes with clear 

priorities outlined and  with vigor and effectiveness in its execution. 
¶We need to continue to consolidate the administrative and financial regulatory mechanism. 
¶We need to continue to monitor the flow and volume of budgetary resources. 
¶We need to continue to improve voluntary extra budgetary resources. 

 
Two global priorities will demand incredible efforts: the implementation of the Regional 
Committees and Offices and the World Family University. 
 
Our Budgetary Proposal is definitively audacious, but as proved on this expiring mandate, it is 
possible to execute. We need to preserve and keep the capacity to implement the same volume of 
activities investing the appropriated financial resources to accomplish our statutory and 
programmatic mission. 
 
7Å ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ &ÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ςπρπ-2013 ɀ -ÏÂÉÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ !ÃÔÉÏÎȱ ×ÉÌÌ 
be approved by the 23rd Quadrennial General Assembly and will inspire the 17th Constitutional 
Mandate 2010-2013 to continue to work on behalf of Families. 
  

 
 
 
 

The Members of the Executive Board, the 16th Constitutional Mandate 
Paris, October 24th, 2009. 
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7&/ȭÓ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙ 
 
The idea to create an International Organization to deal with Family matters was born for the 

first time in June 1, 1946 in an International Congress for Families and Population in Brussels. 

 

The first World Family Congress took place in Paris on 22-28 June 1947. At this Congress, the 

United Nations, 27 Governments and 200 delegates from all over the world deliberated on the 

creation of an International Organization to work Family Issues. The International Union of 

Family Organizations - IUOF was founded. 

 

The main functions initially were: 

· Reunifying Families separated by the II World War; 

· Documentation; 

· Liaison among all civil movements in favour of a better life for all families; 

· Representation within Governments, public opinion and International Organizations, starting 

with United Nations. 

 

Throughout its history, UIFO achieved consolidated position in the international community as a 

representative in advocating for family rights together with governmental and non-governmental 

institutions, as well as business and scientific communities and working Family perspectives in 

the context of development.  

 

In 1987, UIOF was distiÎÇÕÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 5. ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ $ÉÐÌÏÍÁ ÏÆ Ȱ0ÅÁÃÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒȱ. 

 

)Î ρωωψȟ )5&/ȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ !ÓÓÅÍÂÌÙ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ 6ÉÅÎÎÁȟ !ÕÓÔÒÉÁȟ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

#ÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÎÁÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÔÏ 7ÏÒÌÄ &ÁÍÉÌÙ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

 

In July 2001, for the first tÉÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ %#/3/#ȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȟ Á ÃÌÁÓÓÉÆÉÅÄ .'/ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÉÇÈ 

Level Segment of ECOSOC held in Geneva ɀ the World Family Organization. In September 2003, 

UNESCO granted Operational Status, besides the Consultative Status. 

 

In December of the following year, the World Family Organization, the United Nations and the 

Chinese Government held the World Family Summit: For a Global Family Policy, in celebration of 

the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in Sanya, China. On the 8th of 

December of that same year, participants of the World Family Summit approved the Sanya 

Declaration: For a Comprehensive Family Policy in Sanya, China. 

 

In February 2005, at the UN headquarters, New York, the results of the World Family Summit in 

China, as well as the Sanya Declaration, were presented in form of a Report and Declaration to 
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the 43rd Session of the United Nations Commission for Social Development. The results of the 

World Family Summit were included in the report for the UN ECOSOC High Level Segment in New 

York. 

 

From the 3rd to the 8th of December 2005, the World Family Organization, the United Nations, and 

the Sergipe State Government, Brazil, held the World Family Summit +1: Investing in 

Development ɀ Working the Millennium Development Goals at the Local Level and in the Family, 

a follow-up to the World Family Summit held in China. At this occasion, participants of the 

Summit +1 discussed and approved the Aracaju Plan of Action 2006-2015 in Aracaju, Sergipe, 

Brazil. 

 

On December 5-7 in the following year, in order to continue the work initiated in Sanya, China, in 

2004, the results achieved at the WFS +1 held in Aracaju, Brazil, including the impact of the Plan 

of Action, the World Family Organization accomplished the World Family Summit +2, held at the 

Dead Sea, Jordan, under the High Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-Abdullah, debating on 

ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ Ȱ)ÎÖÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ -ÏÂÉÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ !ÃÔÉÏÎȡ )ÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ -$'Ó ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

,ÏÃÁÌ ,ÅÖÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÍÉÌÙȱȟ ÄÅÂÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ Ȱ$ÅÃÅÎÔ 7ÏÒËȱ ÏÎ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

communities. The Declaration approved in Jordan was accepted and distributed at the UN 

ECOSOC High Level Segment held in Geneva in July 2007. 

 

From the 26th to the 29th of December 2007, in Warsaw, Poland, the World Family Organization 

accomplished the World Family Summit +3, under the High Patronage of the First Lady of Poland, 

Mrs. Maria Kaczynska, and former First Lady of Poland, Mrs Yolanta Kwasniewska, debating the 

ÔÈÅÍÅ Ȱ7ÏÒËÉÎÇ /ÕÔ ÏÆ 0ÏÖÅÒÔÙȡ -ÏÂÉÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ !ÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÂÕÉÌÄing trust, bridges, capability, and 

ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐȱȢ 4ÈÅ 7ÁÒÓÁ× $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄȢ 

 

From the 1st to the 4th of December 2008, in Cairo, Egypt, the World Family Organization 

accomplished the World Family Summit +4, under the High Patronage of His Excellency Aly 

!ÌÍÏÓÅÌÈÙȟ %ÇÙÐÔÉÁÎ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 3ÏÌÉÄÁÒÉÔÙȟ ÄÅÂÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ Ȱ,ÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÌÁÎÃÅȡ ! 

Global Mobilization to the Achievement of the MDGs 4 and 5: Ensuring the Rights ɀ Right to 

Survival ɀ Right to Protection ɀ 2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȱȢ 4ÈÅ #airo Declaration was approved. 

 

WFO and its Scientific Achievements  

 

Organizing International Congresses, Conferences and Study Sessions have been one of the very 

positive activities of the World Family Organization since 1948. Every year, one International 

Congress or Conference takes place in different countries and are open to all Members, as well as 

all other organizations or personalities wishing to take part in the work undertaken, and allow 

the meeting of those responsible for Family and Social Policies at the Government level with 

experts from public and private bodies, social workers and representatives of Families 

themselves. 

 

The very number of subjects dealt which emphasizes the determination of the World Family 

Organization to promote the study of all the major questions in which the future of the Family is 

involved. 

 

The subjects treated since 1948 provide the proof: 

1948 ɀ Geneva: Juvenile Delinquency and Family Responsibilities. 

1949 ɀ Rome: Compensation for Families in the World.  

1950 ɀ Helsinki: Family Allowances and National Incomes. 

1951 ɀ Brussels: Family Policy and Family Movements. 

1952 ɀ Zurich: Family Allowances. 
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1952 ɀ Oxford: Stability on the Family. 

1953 ɀ Lisbon: The Family and Social Techniques. 

1954 ɀ Stuttgart: Family Action in the Working Class and Rural Milieus. 

1956 ɀ The Hague: Culture and Rural Families. 

1957 ɀ Rome: Families Deprived of the Father. 

1958 ɀ Paris: Rediscovery of the Family by the Contemporary World. 

1959 ɀ Vienna: Offsetting Family Burdens, a point of Social Policy. 

1960 ɀ New York: Personal Maturity and Family Security. 

1961 ɀ Madrid: The work of the Mother. 

1962 ɀ Rabat: Families and the Future of Young People in Modern Society. 

1963 ɀ Rio de Janeiro: Families in the Space Era. 

1964 ɀ Munich: Families in Modern Society. 

1965 ɀ Rome: New Families. 

1966 ɀ New Delhi: Changing Families in Society. 

1967 ɀ Quebec: Young Families in Society. 

1968 ɀ 6ÉÅÎÎÁȡ 9ÏÕÎÇ &ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȡ 4ÈÅ #ÏÕÐÌÅȭÓ ,ÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ &ÁÍÉÌÙ ,ÉÆÅȢ 

1969 ɀ Paris: The Vital Need for Family Policy. 

1970 ɀ London: Parent ɀ Teacher Relation. 

1970 ɀ Rwanda: Inter-African Symposium on the African Family Facing Development. 

1970 ɀ Tunis: School, Family and Development. 

1971 ɀ Madrid: Economic Problems of the Family. 

1972 ɀ Ottawa: The Role of Family Movements. 

1973 ɀ Liege: The Objectives of Family Participation in a Changing Society 

1973 ɀ Rabat: Regional Conference of the Maghrebian: Families and Responsibilities. 

1974 ɀ Geneva: Problems of the Family of Migrant Workers. 

1975 ɀ Paris: Condition of Women in the Family and Society. 

1976 ɀ Helsinki: The Role of Public Authorities in Development of Family Policies. 

1976 ɀ Kigali: The Participation of the African Family and Urban Development. 

1977 ɀ New Delhi: The Family as a Unit of Welfare in National Planning. 

1977 ɀ 4ÕÎÉÓȡ 3ÏÌÉÄÁÒÉÔÙ ÁÍÏÎÇÓÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȭÓ &ÁÍÉÌÙȢ 

1978 ɀ New Delhi: Asian Region Meeting of the Convening Body. 

1979 ɀ 0ÁÒÉÓȡ 4ÈÅ &ÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ 2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄȢ 

1979 ɀ Colombo: Family and the Natural Environment for Child Development. 

1980 ɀ Lisbon: Unemployment Amongst Young People and Children at Work. 

1980 ɀ Dakar: Seminar on Child Nutrition. 

1981 ɀ -ÏÎÔÒÅÁÌȡ 4ÈÅ 2ÏÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄȭÓ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

1981 ɀ Bucharest: Law, Family and Development. 

1982 ɀ Vienna: The Family in Europe towards the Year 2000. 

1982 ɀ Manila: Strengthening Family Life: Implication of Values and Traditions. 

1983 ɀ Madrid: First Ibero-American Meeting. 

1983 ɀ Naples: Family and Communication. 

1983 ɀ New Delhi: Afro-Asian Conference: the Role of Play and Child Development. 

1984 ɀ Bogota: Second Ibero-American Meeting: National Policies and Programs for      Families. 

1985 ɀ New- Delhi: Family in the Face of Urbanization. 

1986 ɀ Bonn: Family, Freedom and Peace. 

1987 ɀ Paris: Families and Culture. 

1987 ɀ Strasbourg: Families and Medias. 

1988 ɀ Lisbon: Families and Health Promotion. 

1989 ɀ Casablanca: African Family and Environment: the Role of the Women. 

1989 ɀ Athens: The Migrant Family. 

1990 ɀ Benghazi: Arab-African Conference: Public programs for the protection of the Family. 

1990 ɀ Moscow: Global Family Policy. 
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1991 ɀ Nicosia: The Social Rights of Families. 

1992 ɀ Warsaw: The Legal Rights of Families. 

1992 ɀ Curitiba: The Economic Rights of Families. 

1993 ɀ Paris: Educational Responsibilities of Families. 

1993 ɀ Cairo: The Cultural Rights of Families. 

1994 ɀ Paris: International Year of Family: Declaration of Family Rights. 

1995 ɀ Macao: The Family in the third Millennium: For a Culture of Peace and Development. 

1996 ɀ Montreal: Family, Youth and Communication. 

1997 ɀ San Francisco: Family Legislation and the Rights of Children. 

1997 ɀ Foz: The World Family Organization 50th Anniversary: Family and Social development. 

1998 ɀ Austria: World Family Organization New Depart: For a Global Family Policy. 

1999 ɀ Durban: Reconciling Violent Relationships in the Family. 

1999 ɀ Abu-Dhabi: Families and the Challenges in a Globalized World. 

2000 ɀ Geneva: Families ɀ The Next Step for Social Development. 

2000 ɀ New York: Promoting Dialogue and Peace among Civilization. 

2001 ɀ Lisbon: The Family as Defenders and Guardians of the Rights of Children. 

2002 ɀ Paris: The Families Voices in the Dialogue among Civilizations. 

2003 ɀ Djerba: Platform for a Global Action in Favor of the Family.  

2004 ɀ Vienna: European Regional Conference: Platform for a Global Action in Favor of the 

Family. 

2004 ɀ Hammamet: Arab Regional Conference "The Access of Women and the Family to the New 

Information and Communication Technologies". 

2004 ɀ Cotonu: African Regional Conference: "Plan of Action on the Family in Africa".  

2004 ɀ Curitiba: Latin America Regional Conference: "For a Global Family Policy". 

2004 ɀ China: World Family Summit: For a Global Family Policy.  

2005 ɀ New York: Ministerial Roundtable Lunch: Investing in Development: Working the 

Millennium Development Goals at the Local Level and in the Family.  

2005 ɀ Aracaju: World Family Summit +1: Investing in Development - Working the MDGs at the 

Local Level and in the Family.  

2006 ɀ Dead Sea, Jordan: World Family Summit +2: Investing in Development ɀ Mobilizing for 

Action. 

2007 ɀ Geneva: Ministerial Roundtable Lunch: Investing in Development: Mobilizing for Action ɀ 

Presentation of the Dead Sea Declaration. 

2007 ɀ Warsaw, Poland: World Family Summit +3: Working Out of Poverty: Mobilizing for Action 

by building trust, bridges, capability and partnership. 

2008 ɀ New York: Presentation of the Warsaw Declaration to the Commission of Social 

Development. 

2008 ɀ New York: Ministerial Lunch at the United Nations, working the themes of the Warsaw 

Declaration. 

2008 ɀ New York: Annual Ministerial Review ɀ Debate of the Warsaw Declaration - High-Level 

Segment of ECOSOC. 

2008 ɀ New York: Development Forum ɀ Debate of the Warsaw Declaration. 

2008 ɀ New York: Innovative Fair at the High-Level Segment of ECOSOC. 

2008 ɀ Cairo: World Family Summit +4 

2009 ɀ New York: Presentation of the Cairo Declaration to the Commission of Social 

Development. 

2009 ɀ Geneva: Annual Ministerial Review ɀ Debate of the Cairo Declaration - High-Level 

Segment of ECOSOC. 

2009 ɀ Geneva: Ministerial Lunch at the United Nations, working the themes of the Cairo 

Declaration. 
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7&/ȭÓ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 
 
To promote means, opportunity, equal rights  and chances for women and men to assume 
their role and functions within the  Family  and Society, in conditions of  freedom, equity, 
security  and human dignity , and promote  policies and actions to bring about better life 
condition to all  Families, respecting theirs diversity and cultures.  

 
4ÁËÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȟ 7&/ȭÓ ÍÁÎÄÁÔÅ ÁÓ ÓÅÔ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ Constitution, is more 
relevant than ever. 
 
Being called upon to represent families of the world, defend their interests and act with them and 
for them in partnership with the United Nations, Governments, Communities and Civil Society, 
the Organization is duty bound to mobilize its resources, renew its approaches and build up its 
multilateral actions in order to introduce Family Issues on the International Agenda and on the 
Framework of Social and Sustainable Development as well as in achieving MDGs. 
 
Moreover, WFO definitively contributes to peace, human security, social and sustainable 
development in an era of globalization through policies, programs and projects focusing the 
wellbeing of the Family. 
 

WFO is guided by three fundamental principles that are inseparable: Universality, Diversity and 
Dignity. And these are closely related to values of justice, solidarity, tolerance, sharing and equity, 
respect for human rights, ethics and democratic principles. 
 

At the beginning of the Twenty-ÆÉÒÓÔ #ÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ 7&/ȭs Mission can be characterized in terms of the 
following actions items: 
 
¶ Providing a platform for dialogue and action involving both the public and the private 

sector. 
¶ Promoting the free flow and sharing of information and knowledge, as well as serving as 

a global knowledge broker in all its areas of competence. 
¶ Serving as facilitator and coordinator for the Global Family Policy formulation and 

implementation movement. 
¶ Promoting the implementation of a new social contract between Families and Local 

Governments, Private Sector and Civil Society. 
¶ Providing a Forum for deliberations on emerging ethical issues, especially those related 

to Human Rights and Family Rights. 
¶ Serving as a gateway for an enhanced understanding of cultural diversity. 

 

The 21st Century certainly will be characterized as a period of fast and deep changes. At the same 
time, the society is reorganizing the world vision, the basic values, the economic, social and 
political structures and reformulating institutions. Consequently, such changes rebound in the 
family dynamics. 
 
Therefore, the World Family Organization emerges as the Center and the Forum for the 
discussion, policies elaboration and services delivering on family issues and family assistance. 
 
 
 


