“Creating an environment ai the national and international levels
conducive to generating full and productive employment and decent work for
all, and its impact on sustainable development”

The highlight of the event was the launch of

“World Sports Alliance”

A new Public Private Partnership in the making!!

“Sport as a Means to Support Local Economic Development and Job Creation

The High level Ministerial Lunch Meeting was successfully held on the 5 July 2006 in
United Nations, Geneva. The meeting was well attended by around 57 participants
including member-states and senior UN officials, NGOs, sports organizations and
other members from civil society, representatives from the private sector and eminent

sports personalities.

The lunch meeting was hosted by United Nations Non Governmental Organizations
Informal Network (UN-NGO-TRENE) of the NGO Section, Department of Economic
and Social Affairs. It was co-sponsored by Give them a Hand Foundation and XL

Generation Foundation.

The meeting discussed issues relating to “Sports as a Means to Support Local Economic

Development and Job Creation”. The Lunch Meeting received valuable contributions

-




from several eminent speakers, who speaking at the occasion addressed the issue of
effectively using the medium of Sport for local economic growth and employment
generation. A film on the issue under concern was presented on behalf of the Office of

Sports for Development and Peace.

The meeting concluded with a recommendation/declaration being adopted by the
participants which aimed at empowering the various stakeholders in their efforts to
use the medium of sport to create a favourable environment in support of the 20006
High level Segment of the ECOSOC on the theme; “Creating an environment at the
national and international levels conducive to generating full and productive employment
and decent work for all, and its impact on sustainable development”. The declaration also
urged the Creation of “World Sports Alliance’- A multi-stakeholder partnership in

support of the Millennium Development Goals.

The Forum was moderated by Mr. Gordon Tapper, President, Give them a Hand
Foundation, who underlined the important contribution of NGOs in partnership with
governments and the United Nations towards the achievement of the MDGs. Ms.
Hanifa Mezoui delivering the Introductory Remarks spoke on the evolving role of
ECOSOC and how this Round table would provide an opportunity, engaging
stakeholders from various sectors to identify effective approaches towards using

sports as an effective means for economic development and job creation.

Attending the Lunch meeting in her capacity as the Official Representative of His
Majesty King Mohammed VI, the King of Morocco, H.E. Ms. Zoulika Nasni,
Counsellor to the King of Morocco read the address of H.E. the King of Morocco to

the High Level Segment of the Economic and Social Counecil.

H.E. Mrs. Nasri, on bhehalf of the King, pledged the support of the Kingdom of

Morocco for this project, which she continued is consistent with Morocco’s determined




