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UN-NGO-IRENE UPDATE Issue no 24 – February 2006 
 
 
WHAT’S NEW 
 
♦ WSIS Phase II – Tunis Nov 2005 - ECOSOC NGO Roundtable/Workshops on 

the theme “For an Interactive Dialogue to ensure ICT Access for All”. 
 

The UN-NGO-IRENE / NGO Section/ECOSOC and the Division for Public 
Administration and Development Management of the United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) and the Association of Tunisian Mothers 
(ATM), Regional Coordinator of the UN-NGO- Informal Regional Network for 
Africa (UN-NGO-IRENE/Africa) and Formit Foundation together hosted the 
ECOSOC NGO Roundtable/Workshops to contribute to an effective  implementation 
of the  Tunis Declaration and Plan of Action on the theme “For an Interactive 
Dialogue to ensure ICT Access for All”. 

 
The objective of the panel was to 
follow-up on the April 2005 
ECOSOC NGO Forum which 
was organized on the theme “For 
an Inclusive, People Centered, 
Development Oriented and 
Knowledgeable Information 
Society for All” and to effectively 
contribute to the implementation 
of the recommendations and the 
Tunis Declaration and Plan of 
Action which were adopted by 
the Forum 

 
The outcome was a STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN for the United Nations ECOSOC 
NGOs to contribute to the effective implementation of the Tunis Declaration, which 
will serve as statement to the ECOSOC Substantive Session of Geneva, July 2006 

 
♦ Golden Book: Stakeholder Commitments and Initiatives 

Following the initiative announced at PrepCom-3, and based on the decision of the 
WSIS Bureau, the Golden Book was intended to promote new commitments and 
initiatives that stakeholders have announced, during the Tunis Phase of the WSIS. 
The Golden Book brings together new initiatives for information to all interested 
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parties. These initiatives complement those already underway, which 
have been recorded in the WSIS stocktaking database (see: WSIS-II/PC-3/DOC3).   

The Golden Book database was launched in 
October 2005 and was frozen on 31 January 2006. 
Submitted information has been reflected in the 
Golden Book publication, released on 24 February 
2006. 

“One Dollar for Development’, a project initiative 
supported by UN-NGO-IRENE has been 
documented as one of the ‘creative content’ 
initiative in E-governance for overcoming the 
digital divide.  

The electronic version of the Golden Book 
publication is available here.    
http://www.itu.int/wsis/goldenbook/Publication/GB
-final.pdf 

 

COMMITTEE 2006 REGULAR SESSION  

At its 2006 regular session, from 19 to 27 January 2006, the Committee on Non-
Governmental Organizations, under the newly elected Chair from Colombia, Beatriz 
Londono, had before it 146 applications for consultative status, including applications 
deferred from previous sessions. Of these applications, the 19-member Committee 
recommended 97 applications for consultative status and deferred 42 organizations for 
further consideration at a later date. It did not grant consultative status to three 
organizations and closed consideration of two organizations. It also recommended 
withdrawing consultative the status from one organization. The Committee also had 
before it three requests for reclassification of consultative status of which it 
recommended two. In addition, it reviewed 52 quadrennial reports and took note of 42 of 
them. The Committee heard seven representatives of NGOs.  

. 
The Committee decided not to grant consultative status to three organizations: The 
International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA), (international organization based in 
Belgium), The Danish National Association for Gays and Lesbians (LBL), 
(organizational based in Denmark),   by a vote of 10 in favor of denying the application 
to 5 against, with 3 abstentions, in both cases.  These were controversial decisions that 
received journalistic coverage. The German Delegate stated that the Committee’s 
rejection was an act of discrimination based on sexual orientation and would “haunt us 
for a long time.”   
 
The Committee also rejected, a Czech-based international organization, People in Need 
by a vote of 9 in favor of denying the application to 4 against, with 4 abstentions. The 
proposal to reject the NGO’s application was put forward by Cuba stating that this NGO 
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was a front for the Czech Government and used to destabilize regimes in different 
countries including Cuba. 
  
The Committee decided also to end consideration of the request for consultative status for 
two organizations. In the case of the  Women and Child Development Organization 
(NIRDAR), it was because there had been no response from that NGO for several 
sessions.  In the case of the World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY International 
Inc.), it was due to ongoing legal proceeding with regards to possible terrorist links. 
 
With regard to applications for reclassification, the Committee decided not to recommend 
reclassification to general status of the Armenian Relief Society (ARS), based on an 
intervention by the Turkish Ambassador who stated that ARS had not respected the 
principles of the Charter and Council resolution 1996/31, and had provided inaccurate 
information. 
 
In addition, the Committee decided, on a request by the United States, to withdraw the 
status of the Islamic African Relief Agency (IARA), based in Sudan. The US delegation 
informed the Committee that IARA since 2004 had been placed on a list of terrorist 
organizations by the Department of the United States Treasury because of its links with 
Al Qaida and terrorist financing activities. Although several notifications were sent to the 
NGO, no reply was received from the organization and the Committee took its decision 
by consensus ‘with a caution’ as stated by Cuba. 
 
While the Committee recommended consultative status by consensus for the Badil 
Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights, a Palestinian-based 
organization, the delegations of the United States, France and Germany disassociated 
themselves from the consensus, on the grounds that the organizations’ position equating 
Zionism with racism was not clear. 
 
The Committee also heard a statement made by the Chair on the reinstatement of status 
for the Indian Movement “Tupaj Amaru”, an organization in special status that had been 
suspended by the Committee for one year pursuant to a complaint by the United States. 
The one year suspension of that NGO came to an end on 23 July 2005.  The issue of the 
automaticity of reinstatement after suspension was debated at length, but no resolution of 
the issue was reached by the Committee and the Chair took the issue under advisement. 
 
Another application that generated intense discussion was that of Venezuelan based 
Associacion civil conscorico desarollo y jus ticia. Speaking against this organization, the 
representative of Venezuela, an observer to the Committee, urged denial of the 
application. The Committee postponed action on that application, pending the receipt of 
answers to the various issues raised. 
  
ECOSOC President Ali Hachani, Assistant Secretary-General Jomo Kwame Sundaram 
and the Chief of the NGO Section Hanifa Mezoui paid tribute to the outgoing 
Chairperson Paimaneh Hastaie (Iran). Initiatives such as ICT Task Force, High level 
Segment debates, the newly reformed ECOSOC were encouraged and seen as essential 



 4 

elements facilitating the contribution of NGOs. The development of the “Paperless 
Committee System” was also highlighted as it reached several targeted goals under the 
UN Reform: quality, quantity, cost-effectiveness and timeliness. 
    
The Committee will resume its work in May (10-19 May 2006). 
 
AN EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW  

CONGO Presents Draft Resolution on 
the Creation of Human Rights Council   
 

Under the leadership of its President Renate 
Bloom who gave CONGO a new strategic 
direction and who can be seen as a true partner 
in the process of the reform of the UN. 

 

The President and Board Members of CONGO, meeting at the HQ of the UN in 
New York from 23 to 24 February, 2006, received the visits of the Secretary 
General, Dr Kofi Annan and the President of the General Assembly, Ambassador Jan 
Eliasson. They explained to the Board the discussions and negotiations which had led to 
the presentation on 23 February of the Draft Resolution on the creation of a Human 
Rights Council: they further explained that the next days of governmental consultations 
would be decisive if the proposed Council was to be established before the meeting of 
the Human Rights Commission scheduled to begin in Geneva on 13th March 2006. 
 
The members of the Board of CONGO expressed their conviction that this is a 
crucial moment for the establishment of the Human Rights Council in its 
proposed form. Despite some disappointments that it has not been possible  
to adopt some of the aspirations for necessary reform advanced by certain 
governments and civil society organizations and by the UN secretariat 
itself, the Board of CONGO urges that the Draft Resolution be adopted. It 
incorporates – for example by the new powers to sanction with suspension 
States which violate human rights - vital elements for the reform,  
re-invigoration and empowerment of the human rights agenda. 
 

By virtue of their close working relationship NGOs have been considered to have the 
best insights into the grassroots population and are thus perceived by the UN as 
valuable contributors to the process of development. With the presentation of the 
draft resolution, CONGO has set an example by taking these ‘NGO insights’ to a 
new level and once again proved that the civil society participation is instrumental in 
drafting UN policies.  

 






